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MONTANA BACKS LOOK GOOD!




Information Services • Univ e rs i ty  of m o n t a n a  • m i s s o u l a ,  montana  59801 * (406)  243-2522
IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MISSOULA--
Montana's veteran defense has been the subject of most conversation around Missoula, 
that is, until early this week.
During the Monday scrimmage, the offense finally started jelling and outshined the 
defense.
University of Montana Coach Jack Swarthout said, "I knew it was just a matter of 
time before our backs came around." The defense usually develops faster than the offense 
because it takes the offensive linemen and runners longer to get their timing.
In one scrimmage, All-Big Sky halfback Arnie Blancas broke loose for two touchdowns 
of 42 and 56 yards and quarterback Steve Caputo lugged the pigskin for a 38 yard tally.
Swarthout praised the running of Blancas, Caputo, Sparky Kottke, Great Falls, Jim 
Schillinger, Billings and IVally Gaskins, Spokane,
Blancas is just a picture to watch, Swarthout commented. He is smooth, strong and 
agile. Last season the Sumner, Wash., senior scored five times and gained 709 yards for 
a 6.3 average.
Caputo, who can either quarterback or run from the halfback spot, gained 72 yards 
in the scrimmage and ran the Texas option with machine-like precision. He is a Seattle 
junior.
"Sparky Kottke is something else," Swarthout said. He is quick as a deer and hits 
like a tank. The Great Falls sophomore is only 5-8, but weighs 180 lbs. In the first 
scrimmage, Kottke carried four times for 23 yards.
One of the most improved players on the 1970 unit is Jim Schillinger. The Vida 
junior gained 17 yards on three carries in the Monday scrimmage.
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Probably the biggest surprise to Montana fans is Wally Gaskins. The Spokane junior 
who recently returned from the service averaged 4.7 yards per carry in the scrimmages 
and at 5-10 and 215 lbs. is a dynamo. He was an All-American at Columbia Basin J.C.
Swarthout sees a tough battle between Gaskins and Kent for the starting fullback
slot.
Les Kent also turned in solid performances in the scrimmages picking up the crucial 
third down yards.
Swarthout is also impressed with Anaconda's Casey Reilly. "Casey started for us 
last year and is a determined runner. He does everything well and in our scrimmages 
his blocking was excellent." Reilly only had the ball on a few carries but looked as 
good as he did in 1969.
"We've praised our defense and rightly so, but those backs have been impressive 
this week. If they keep developing, we're going to be more explosive than last year," 
Swarthout concluded.
Swarthout has his team on a two-a-day training schedule in preparation for the 
Sept. 12 opener against North Dakota in Billings.
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